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OVERVIEW

America 250-Ohio created this toolkit to support communitics
across Ohio in hosting a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence at 6pm on July 8", 2026.

This initiative is part of the nationwide “Sharing the Spirit of
America” program initiated by the Hawai'i America 250
Commission. To mark the 250" anniversary of the first public
reading of the Declaration of Independence on July 8, 1776,
Americans in all 50 States, Washington DC, 5 Territories, and Minor
Outlying Islands of the US will join together on July 8 to read the
Declaration at 6pm EDT.

These nation-wide community readings are intended to bring
pcople together to reflect on the words that helped shape our
nation and continue to influence our civic life today. We hope you
will join America 250-Ohio in hosting these readings across our
state.

The materials included in this toolkit are meant to be flexible and
adaptable. Communities are encouraged to use what works best
for their local context while maintaining a shared tone of respect,
inclusion, and civic reflection.

[f vou are planning to host a public reading of the Declaration of
Independence in your community,
please fill out this Form:

Community Declaration of

Independence Reading




QUICK-START GUIDE
FOR HOSTS

What You're Hosting:

A public, nonpartisan community gathering featuring a reading of
the Declaration of Independence, read aloud by community
members.

At a Glance:

Format: Live, in-person reading
Length: 15-25 minutes

Audience: All ages

Cost: Free and open to the public

Roles to Fill:

Host/Organizer

Reader(s)

Logistics support (sound, seating, accessibility, etc)

Suggested Planning Timeline:

4 weeks out (June 8): Secure location, recruit readers

3 weeks out (June 15): Begin promotion, confirm logistics

1 week out (July 1): Print materials, optional reader run-through
Day of (July 8): Arrive carly, test sound, welcome readers and
gucsts














































