Ohio Commission for the U.S. Semiquincentennial
Approved Meeting Minutes — Quarterly Meeting
Toledo Museum of Art
Toledo, Ohio
March 13, 2026

Commission members present:
e Doug Preisse (co-chair), Van Meter-Ashbrook
e Kathryn Dean-Dielman, Lorain County Historical Society-immediate past board president
e Kelly Falcone Hall, President & CEO, Western Reserve Historical Society
e Steve Hambley, Medina County Commissioner
e Nancy Hollister, former Governor & Lt. Governor
e State Representative Adam Holmes
e Melinda Huntley, Ohio Travel Association-executive director
e Vincent Keeran, clerk of the Ohio Senate
e Megan Kvamme, Muskingum County entrepreneur
e Charley Moses, board president, Ohio History Connection
e Paul Oyaski, former Mayor of Euclid
e Mayor Sharetta Smith, city of Lima
e Ted Strickland, former governor
e Leslie Wagner, immediate past president of the Ohio Local History Alliance
e Megan Wood, Ohio History Connection executive director & CEO
e Adam Levine, executive director, Toledo Museum of Art
e Mackensie Wittmer, executive director, National Aviation Heritage Area
e Frances McGee-Cromartie, retired judge and active member of DAR
e Denise Driehaus, County Commissioners Association of Ohio president

Commission members absent:
e Michael B. Coleman (co-chair), Ice Miller, LLC
e Thomas Hankins, member of the Friends of Fort Laurens
e State Senator Susan Manchester
e Kim Murnieks, Office of Budget and Management-director
e Elizabeth Pierce, executive director, Cincinnati Museum Center
e State Senator Hearcel Craig
e Chief Justice Sharon Kennedy
e Sarah Wickham, director, TourismOhio
e State Representative Joe Miller
e Samantha Turner, Youngstown City Council
e Ginger Warner, chair, Ohio Arts Council

Staff: Todd Kleismit, executive director
Chris Hurtubise, communications director
Quanta Brown, operations director
Molly Kreuzman, Ohio Goes to the Movies program director
Bethany Berry, Ohio Goes to the Movies program coordinator
Taylor Tomu, community engagement specialist
Abby Bloor, donor relations
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Olivia Whapham, communications coordinator

Steven Withers, outreach & communications coordinator

Lacey Bonar Hull, monthly themes project coordinator

Haley Martin, project coordinator

Michael Brennan, regional outreach ambassador (Cleveland area)
Andrea Jordan (regional outreach ambassador (Darke County area)
Kacey Brankamp, executive assistant

Guests: Paul LaRue, State Board of Education President; Donna Collins, Executive Director, Ohio Arts Council; Patrick
Denier, Ohio Attorney General’s Office; Chuck Bluestone, Bluestone Law Group; Donna Collins, Executive Director, Ohio
Arts Council; Patrick Denier, Ohio Attorney General’s Office; Steve George, Chief Advisor to the CEO, Ohio History
Connection; Krista Horrocks, SHPO Administration, Ohio History Connection; Doug Stein, Civic & Education Outreach
Manager, Supreme Court of Ohio; State Rep. Erika White; Kellen Garmon, Northwest Ohio Staff Assistant, Office of U.S.
Senator Bernie Moreno; Renee Clarke, Faith Financial Foundation; Mark Urrutia, Maria Gonzalez; Alan Bannister,
Remington Road Group; Cassie Miller, Director, Carey Chamber of Commerce; Stacey Mallett, Vice President of
Communications, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce; Samantha Ayers, Heritage Sylvania; Mark Brazeau , Destination
Toledo; Lance Woodworth, Destination Toledo; Grace Toth, Toledo Museum of Art.



CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOMING REMARKS: Commission Co-Chair Doug Preisse called the
Commission meeting to order at 10:42 a.m. Co-Chair Preisse noted the significance of the
first Commission meeting in the year of 2026. He thanked the Commissioners, partners,
community members, and all who’ve contributed to the work of the Commission. He
acknowledged the elected officials and other guests in attendance.

Adam Levine, Director of the Toledo Museum of Art, welcomed the Commissioners and
guests. He provided some history and background on the Toledo Museum of Art, which is
celebrating its 125% anniversary on April 18.

Co-Chair Preisse introduced two new commissioners: Denise Driehaus and France McGee-
Cromartie.

Quanta Brown took the roll and there were (18) commissioners and (15) guests in-person, several guests

online, (12) commissioners were absent. Ms. Brown confirmed the presence of a quorum.

ADOPTION OF MEETING MINUTES: Kathy Dean-Dielman made a motion to accept the December 13,

2025 Commission meeting minutes. Seconded by Vincent Keeran. The motion passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Committee Co-Chairs reported the following updates on their committees’

activities:
Revolutionary War Veterans Graves — Krista Horrocks provided a brief update on the
Revolutionary War Graves project.
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Approximately 3,228 veterans’ graves have been recorded to date across 1,054
cemeteries using the Surveyl23 app. Ms. Horrocks reviewed the county-level data
identifying areas with lower participation and encouraged commissioners to assist with
outreach efforts to the counties. She noted an improvement from last meeting in terms
of county engagement.

She noted the Youngstown and Cincinnati areas have opportunity for better engagement.
The Survey123 app will remain open for data collection until May 4, 2026. While long-
term data collection will continue, the goal is to finalize a dataset for July 4, 2026. The
collected data will remain publicly accessible through the SHPO webpage.

Co-Chair Preisse noted this project is the only one of its kind happening in the country.

Heritage Tree Plantings — Leslie Wagner provided an update on the Heritage Tree Planting

initiative.

o Ms. Wagner reported that 25 trees have either been planted or are confirmed to be
planted this spring.

o Based on feedback from communities, the committee and staff have created an “affiliate
planting” program to allow additional tree plantings beyond the initial budgeted number
of 1 per county.

o The Ohio Department of Natural Resources is working on a video highlighting how to plant
and care for a heritage tree

o Ms. Wagner acknowledged the generous sponsors supporting this program

Public Awareness — Chris Hurtubise provided an update on recent committee activities.

O

Events calendar has over 900 events listed.



There have been nearly 1 million views on AM 250-Ohio's Facebook page in the first
quarter of the year as well as 100 earned media stories.

Ms. Hurtubise noted the Ohio State University licensing partnership that allows for the
sale of 250-branded merchandise commercially to the public.

She reported on upcoming advertising campaigns that include a partnership with Ohio
Association of Broadcasters for radio and TV exposure with a robust push starting in April
to align with the start of travel season.

She encouraged Commissioners to get involved by amplifying the work of the Commission
through their work and personal channels, as well as in-person volunteering opportunities
at the Ohio State Fair in July, the Buckeye Train event in April, and the signature picnics
this summer. The Ohio State Fair will feature the National 250 Freedom Truck and
dedication of the 2026 state time capsule.

Signature Events & Programming — Melinda Huntley provided an update on committee activities.

O

Buckeye Train — The event will take place on Sat. April 25 and Sun. April 26, 2026 and
includes train rides and festivities at Dennison Depot. An estimated 1,700 train riders are
expected. On Saturday a train ride will run from Columbus to Dennison Depot; on Sunday,
the train will run from Newark to Coshocton to Dennison Depot. Tickets for the train are
sold out for Saturday. Lots of free activities will be happening in Dennison for guests who
do not ride the train, including a car show, a USO performance, vintage aircraft flyovers
and historical interpreters. Dennison community and beyond is rallying around the event
with new signage, painted crosswalks, social media weekly videos, and more.

Ohio Goes to the Movies — OGTTM launched in February with Governor DeWine and First
Lady, and Ohio actor Beverly D’Angelo. Staff attended the Sundance Film Festival and
generated significant awareness for Ohio: the equivalent of $10 million in advertising
based on earned media generated. More than 36 events have already occurred with a
total of 312 events currently planned. All events are free.

Public Art — More than 400 murals have been documented through the Murals Across
Ohio program, highlighting local history and community pride. In May 2027, a public art
book will be published highlighting the murals and other artwork across the state. Work
continues on the women’s monument by artist Brenda Councill, who is working in the
Alan Cottrill studio in Zanesville. The monument groundbreaking is set for March 2026.

Ohio’s Homecoming & Picnic — There are 130 picnics registered to date. The picnic
registration deadline is March 23. There are three large-scale Signature picnics scheduled
for the Ohio Statehouse/Columbus Commons, Lima and Toledo.

Trails & Tales — Trails & Tales continues to expand, with four themed trails officially
launched — Air & Space, Creativity, Lake Erie to Ohio River and Innovation. The next trail
to launch will be the Ohio Transportation Trail in April 2026, to align with the Buckeye
Train event and Transportation Month. AM 250-OH staff attended the Heartland Travel
Show in Kentucky to promote the trails to tour operators. New exhibit at rest area south
of Toledo will feature the Ohio Glass and Pottery Route and the Creativity Trail.

Education — Paul LaRue provided an update on committee activities.



Mr. LaRue reported on the Northwest Ordinance Symposium and its successful execution.
He reported on the first ever History Bee event at the Statehouse. Nancy Hollister added
comments about her positive experience as a judge at the event.

Taylor Tomu reported on the service-learning opportunity with Serve Ohio, and the in-
school events

Mr. LaRue shared some history-related initiatives at schools around Ohio including an
event at Fort Laurens for the Ohio School for the Blind and Ohio School for the Deaf.

e Under-Told Stories - Kathryn Dean-Dielman and Frances McGee Cromartie provided an update on

recent Under-Told Stories activities. Highlights included the following:

O

O

AM-250-0OH supported the Lorain County Historical Society’s annual tea which featured
interpreters of influential women from Lorain County.

Work continues on connecting and highlighting the Underground Railroad in Ohio;
facilitating bi-monthly webinar series in addition to in-person events across the state and
the annual statewide conference.

The monthly blog series highlighting lesser-known Ohio stories continues with
emphasizes the importance of inclusive storytelling and encourages continued
participation and content submissions from commissioners and community partners.

e Philanthropic Partners — Doug Preisse and Abby Bloor provided an update on fundraising efforts.
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Ms. Bloor noted that more than $1 million in private dollars has been raised to date.
There are several prospects in the pipeline.

New co-sponsors GE Aerospace and the Nordson Corporation are funding an expansion
of the 4 Grade History Pass, allowing 4t graders and up to 3 family members or friends
to attend museums for free.

Ms. Bloor recognized the $10,000 contribution from the Matthew and Claire Hamilton
Foundation for the History Bee student winners.

Donors of more than $1,000 will be recognized on a marker in the new Ohio
Semiquincentennial Grove under construction at the Ohio Village.

New partnership with Columbus Brewing Company for 250-branded beer now available
for purchase at various retail outlets, including branded end-caps at Kroger stores.

e 88-County Engagement — Taylor Tomu provided an update on the 88-County Engagement

initiative, noting that 480 communities across all 88 counties have signed on as official 250
communities.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Overview of Presidential Virtual Programs in March

Kristina Smith, Marketing and Communications Manager at the Hayes Presidential Library & Museum,
gave an overview of the State of Eight: Presidential Leadership Forged in Ohio program. All programs will
be posted on the 250 website and available for viewing at any time.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT: Todd Kleismit provided an update on commission business and events.

e Mr. Kleismit welcomed the two new Commission members, as well as new team members Mayra
Betances, Kacey Brankamp, Lacey Bonar Hull, Haley Martin, Michael Brennan and Andrea Jordan.
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e He highlighted several events in the first quarter of 2026, including the 2026 kickoff event in
January at the Ohio Statehouse, the History Bee, the launch of Ohio Goes To The Movies, City Club
of Cleveland 250-sponsored forums.

e Director Kleismit provided a brief overview of initiatives led by the National America250
Commission and Freedom?250, the White House task force.

o The Great American State Fair — Will occur on the National Mall in Washington D.C. from
June 25 through July 10, Governor DeWine’s office is taking the lead on this event.

o America Gives — Kicked off January 1; it’s an initiative to challenge individuals and
organizations to increase their level of volunteering in 2026.

o Our American Story — A year-long, cross-country journey collecting thousands of
recorded interviews to help tell America’s story.

o America 250 Time Capsule — Each state is encouraged to submit items for a national time
capsule; America 250-Ohio intends to participate.

o There are many other national events, please visit the AM 250-OH website for more
information.

e Quanta Brown reviewed the three financial documents contained in the meeting packet: 1)
Income Statement reporting FY26 expenses through January 31, 2026 2) FY26 GRF Budget
document reporting funding allocations to commission projects 3) FY26 Operations Budget

e Ms. Brown reported that the majority of spending this year has been from the GRF budget. $1.2M
has been spent on projects and programs, $765,000 on operations, and $215,000 from the
strategic project fund. She noted that the salary line item was underbudget, and this was due to
the timing of hiring staff; it is anticipated to even out as the year progresses. Staff will reevaluate
spending plans for donated dollars based on the funding source and any restrictions as well as
project needs.

e Mr. Kleismit reminded the Commission about the Strategic Project Fund, created in September of
2025, and under the direction of the Management Committee. This committee convenes regularly
to review funding proposals for projects or initiatives related to the 250™ anniversary.

e To date, the Management Committee has approved $215,546 for nine projects.

e $750,000 was allocated for the fund in FY 26.

e Mr. Kleismit reviewed some minor changes to the Strategic Project Fund and asked the
Commission to consider adopting the changes.

MOTION: Ted Strickland motioned to adopt the proposed changes to the Strategic Project Fund.
Kathy Dean-Diehlman seconded. Motion passed.

Discussion & Announcements
With no announcements to make or new business to introduce, the meeting concluded.

MOTION: Melinda Huntley moved to adjourn. Vincent Keeran seconded. Motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 1:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Kacey Brankamp on behalf of Commission Secretary, Megan Wood.
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