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Commission members present: 
• Doug Preisse (co-chair), Van Meter-Ashbrook
• Michael B. Coleman (co-chair), Ice Miller, LLC
• State Senator Hearcel Craig
• Kathryn Dean-Dielman, Lorain County Historical Society-immediate past board president
• Kelly Falcone Hall, Western Reserve Historical Society
• Steve Hambley, Medina County Commissioner
• Thomas Hankins, member of the Friends of Fort Laurens
• Nancy Putnam Hollister, former governor & lt. governor
• State Representative Adam Holmes
• Melinda Huntley, Ohio Travel Association-executive director
• Vincent Keeran, clerk of the Ohio Senate
• Adam Levine, Toledo Art Museum, executive director
• State Senator Susan Manchester
• Charley Moses, board president, Ohio History Connection
• Kim Murnieks, Office of Budget and Management-director
• Paul Oyaski, former Mayor of Euclid
• David Painter, Clermont County Commissioner
• Elizabeth Pierce, Cincinnati Museum Center-executive director
• Mayor Sharetta Smith, city of Lima
• Samantha Turner, Youngstown City Council
• Leslie Wagner, immediate past president of the Ohio Local History Alliance
• Sarah Wickham, director, TourismOhio
• Megan Wood, Ohio History Connection executive director & CEO

Absent: John Fleming, PhD, museum professional; Chief Justice Sharon Kennedy, Megan Kvamme, Muskingum 
County entrepreneur; State Representative Joe Miller; Ted Strickland, former governor; Ginger Warner, chair, Ohio 
Arts Council; Mackensie Wittmer, executive director, National Aviation Heritage Area 

Staff: Todd Kleismit, executive director 
Chris Hurtubise, communications director 
Quanta Brown, operations director 
Tallia Booker, outreach & communications coordinator  
Molly Kreuzman, Ohio Goes to the Movies program director 
Bethany Berry, Ohio Goes to the Movies program coordinator 
Taylor Tomu, community engagement specialist 
Abby Reynolds, executive assistant 

Guests: Jen Aultman, Ohio History Connection; Chuck Bluestone, Bluestone Law Group; Lacey Bonar Hull, America 250-
Ohio contractor; Becca Carr, Muskingum County History; Donna Collins, Executive Director, Ohio Arts Council; Patrick 
Denier, Ohio Attorney General’s Office; Chloe Donovan, Legislative Aide to Representative Joe Miller; Lesley Fry, Sr. Social 
Investment Advisor, Cenovus Energy; Steve George, Ohio History Connection; Shawn Kaeser, Grizzell Middle School; Paul 
LaRue, President, State Board of Education; Susan Leininger, State Regent, Ohio DAR; Matt MacLaren, Director of Travel & 
Tourism Policy, Ohio Chamber of Commerce; Evan Magliocca, SVP Sales & Marketing, Columbus Brewing Company; Haley 
Martin, America 250-Ohio contractor; Johnna McEntee, Executive Director, Ohio Museums Association; Frances McGee 
Cromartie, Daniel Cooper DAR Chapter; David Merkowitz, Ohio Humanities; Chris Nehring, State Vice Regent, Ohio DAR; 
Chris Nichols, Professor of History, OSU; Alyssa Petrella, Sr. Manager, Corporate Affairs & Government Relations, T. 
Marzetti Company; Cheryl Subler, Executive Director, CCAO; Alyssa Yaple, Sr. Director of Strategic Initiatives 
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CALL TO ORDER: Commission Co-Chair Doug Preisse called the Commission meeting to 
order at 10:43 am. Mr. Preisse opened the meeting by recognizing one new Commission 
member, State Senator Susan Manchester.  

Due to recent changes in the Ohio Revised Code’s public meeting rules, Mr. Preisse noted 
that today’s commission meeting and all commission meetings going forward will have a 
hybrid format with in-person and virtual attendance options for commissioners and guests. 

Co-Chair Michael Coleman made a special announcement that T. Marzetti Company is a 
new Supporting Sponsor of America 250-Ohio and the Homecoming & Picnic program. The 
Co-Chairs presented Alyssa Petrella, Sr. Manager, Corporate Affairs & Government 
Relations, with a certificate recognizing their support.  

Megan Wood took the roll and there were (23) commissioners and (23) guests in-person, (18) guests 
online, (8) commissioners were absent. Ms. Wood confirmed the presence of a quorum.  

MOTION: Commissioner Steve Hambley made a motion to accept the amended meeting minutes. 
Seconded by Samantha Turner. The motion passed. 

 Executive Director & Staff Reports 
Todd Kleismit and staff gave their reports. Highlights included: 

• Haley Martin has been hired as project coordinator for Trails & Tales and the 250 Buckeye Train.
• Director Kleismit and Quanta Brown reviewed the FY25 Commission Income Statement document

contained in the meeting packets. The Income Statement reflects expenses incurred from July 1,
2024 through April 30, 2025 and shows total FY25 spending at $1.65M out of the $3M GRF monies 
appropriated from the state. Ms. Brown noted that May and June will have a significant amount
of spending, including grant awards, Buckeye 250 Train launch event expenses and Ohio Goes to
the Movies (OGTTM) stipend payments.

• Director Kleismit reviewed the multiple opportunities the Commission has had to come before
the General Assembly, including House Concurrent Resolution 6 that passed in May and Senate
Concurrent Resolution 10 that was introduced this week – both resolutions express support for
the work of the Commission.

• National Engagement
o “Two Lights for Tomorrow” event on April 18 at the Ohio Statehouse, commemorating

the 250th anniversary of the Revolutionary War’s start. This was a nationwide effort
resulting in 1.5B media impressions nationwide.

o Ohio had a 1st and 2nd place student winner in the National 250-led “America’s Field
Trip” competition.

o Celebrating military birthdays (Army: June 14, Navy: Oct. 13, Marines: Nov. 10).
o Launch of the Flag of Honor Tour begins tomorrow, June 14. A single U.S. flag will travel

to every veterans’ cemetery in every state and overseas.
o Planning for unveiling the largest U.S. flag in history on the National Mall in July 2026.

• Ohio Commission Activities & Events
o Launched the Heritage Trees: Planting History program in partnership with Cenovus
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Energy and the City of Lima. Eight Ohio counties planted trees this spring, with more 
planned for fall 2025.  

o The Revolutionary War veterans’ graves identification project was announced in May and
has received a lot of public interest.

o Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell celebrated in May.
o Two new America 250-Ohio barns will be painted by Scott Hagan in June: Northwest

Ordinance-themed barn in Athens County and an Underground Railroad-themed barn in
Clermont County.

o Ohio State Fair: July 23 – August 3, 2025. Director Kleismit encouraged commissioners
and guests to volunteer for a shift.

o Next Commission Meeting: September 11, 2025 at Cincinnati Museum Center.
o America’s River Roots Festival: October 8–12, 2025 in Cincinnati. This will also include a

promotional visit by David Schmidt, producer and co-director for the Ken Burns PBS
documentary “The American Revolution” (airs November 16, 2025).

o Planning a two-day conference at the Ohio State University in January 2026 focused on
the significance of the Northwest Ordinance.

o Third round of grants awarded in April: 57 projects across 47 counties totaling $278,834.

FY2025 America 250-Ohio Accomplishments 
Quanta Brown provided a brief overview of the commission’s FY25 accomplishments and referred to the 
list contained in the meeting packets for a comprehensive update. Several highlights include: achieving 
300 America 250-Ohio communities across all Ohio counties, increasing social media and eNews followers, 
receiving lots of earned media and giving many media interviews, launching more events and programs 
(Creativity Trail, Ohio’s Homecoming & Picnic, Heritage Trees, Ohio Goes to the Movies “Great Ohioans” 
event, Underground Railroad Gathering, Murals Across Ohio, etc.), hosting the monthly “Todd Talks” 
series and the quarterly “Ohio & the Revolution” webinar series, and continuing to conduct outreach and 
grow partnerships.  

FY 2026 Commission Budget Presentation 
Director Kleismit and Ms. Brown reviewed the Preliminary FY26/27 AM 250-OH Biennium Budget 
document outlining proposed program/project funding allocations and the proposed FY26 Operations 
Budget document contained in the meeting packets. Since the state FY26/27 biennium budget process is 
still ongoing, today the commission will vote on a proposed FY26 Preliminary Commission Budget and will 
vote on a final FY26 budget at the September 2025 meeting. The latest version of the state’s operating 
budget allocates $8.75M to America 250-Ohio in FY26, an increase from the $7.5M allocated in the 
previous version that passed in the Ohio Senate. The $1.25M increase is to be allocated to grants, and if 
this final version passes, the Commission will see this figured in the FY26 budget in September.  

Ms. Brown stated that there will be a significant increase in spending in 2026, with plans to increase 
materials, supplies, public awareness spending and travel spending. The FY27 budget lines are currently 
an estimate, and staff will present a refined plan at the September meeting, as well as a plan for the 
carryover dollars and private support. Director Kleismit reviewed several items in the FY26/27 Biennium 
Budget document that are new additions or require further explanation: 

• Item 23. Historical Markers Program – Ohio History Connection manages this program and held a
special call this year in honor of America’s 250th. The accepted markers will be branded with the
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America 250-Ohio logo. 
• River Roots – the funding is contingent on what happens in state operating budget, so a

placeholder amount of $50,000 has been included in the preliminary FY26 budget.
• Operations Budget – an administrative fee is paid to the Ohio History Connection since America

250-Ohio staff are History Connection employees and utilize OHC’s IT, Finance and administrative
services.

• The FY26 Operations Budget also contains a 3% COLA increase for salaried staff, in alignment with
the Ohio History Connection’s 3% COLA increase for salaried staff.

MOTION: Melinda Huntley moved to approve the preliminary FY26 budget and called for staff to present 
final fiscal year 2026 budget at the September 11 commission meeting. Tom Hankins seconded. Motion 
passed. 

2025 Ohio State Fair & 2026 Preview 
Chris Hurtubise provided a brief overview of America 250-Ohio’s participation plans at the Ohio State Fair 
this year.  

• America 250-Ohio will have a booth inside the Lausche Building, and the Lausche building’s theme 
in 2025 and 2026 is “Celebrating America,” in alignment with the nation’s 250th anniversary.

• AM 250-OH’s booth theme will be a birthday party for America, and the booth will have various
activities for kids: giant birthday card to sign and color, make your own hat, create your own flag,
games, history trivia and special appearances from guests like George Washington.

• The booth will also feature America 250-Ohio partners and programs throughout the fair’s run.
• Ms. Hurtubise encouraged commissioners and guests to help volunteer and circulated a sign-up

sheet.

Program Overview: 12 Month Themes 
Lacey Bonar Hull, 12 Month Themes Coordinator, provided a brief overview of the 12 Month Themes 
initiative and planning progress. Each month in 2026 will spotlight a different theme to explore Ohio’s role 
in American history: 

• January: Ohio’s Firsts & Originals – First Peoples, Statehood, Underground Railroad, and
Presidents
• February: Innovation & Industry
• March: Music, Entertainment & Movies
• April: Transportation (from canals to space)
• May: Arts, Culture & Literature (model webpage previewed)
• June: Outdoor Ohio
• July: Statewide Homecoming Picnics
• August: State & County Fairs
• September: Sports & Wellness
• October: Food & Farms
• November: Veterans & First Responders
• December: Future of Ohio

Currently, Ms. Bonar Hull is focusing on identifying key partners and organizations – museums, cultural 
institutions, state agencies, etc. – to help plan programs and activities for each of the months. The themes 
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are broad so organizations can enhance or add a 250th theme to current programs, exhibits, and activities 
they already have, or create something new. A dedicated webpage will be developed for each month 
featuring signature events, partner programming and resources, as well as a calendar where groups can 
input their events and activities.  

Committee Reports 
Committee Co-Chairs reported the following updates on their committees’ activities: 

• Public Awareness
Elizabeth Pierce gave a brief update on the committee’s work and shared that their goal is to
amplify and grow awareness of the work of the rest of the commission.

o The committee has important agency relationships and organizational partnerships that
are key to the strategy of growing awareness of the commission. (e.g., Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame, Jeep Fest)

o Announcement of the 2025 America 250-Ohio Community Grants awards was an
important project and involved notifying all legislators and elected officials of
communities that received awards in their districts.

o The committee is continuing to highlight the 4th Grade History Pass, which provides free
admission to 4th graders (with a paid adult) to 60+ historical sites.

o Important upcoming media opportunity – a special insert in Ohio Magazine featuring
America 250-Ohio programs (Nov/Dec 2025).

o The committee will be focused on promoting upcoming program launches: 250 Buckeye
Train and Lake Erie to Ohio River Trail.

• Education
Co-Chair Paul LaRue and Taylor Tomu provided a brief update on the education committee’s work.

o Ohio celebrated its 222th birthday in March and staff attended a celebration at Grizzle
Middle School that was attended by Lt. Gov. Tressel.

o Mr. LaRue gave a presentation about Sgt. Robert Pinn, Ohio’s first Black Medal of Honor
recipient.

o America 250-Ohio staff volunteered at Ohio History Day.
o The committee is working on plans for hosting a 250 Teacher Workshop on September

25, 2025 at Fort Laurens.
o In 2025, America 250-Ohio partnered with ServeOhio to launch the pilot of the Service

Learning Program at 10 different schools, reaching 2,402 students. Preliminary results
have been received from the pilot and reflect exciting successes. The Service Learning
program will run again in October 2025 and will be expanded to more schools.

• 88-County Engagement
Samantha Turner provided a brief report on the committee’s activities:

o Over 300 communities spread across all 88 counties have signed on to participate as an
official America 250-Ohio Community.

o The committee released the “Get Started” and “Get Working” onboarding guides for
communities to help them with their 2026 planning.

o The next phase will involve identifying community liaisons for communities that don’t yet 
have ones assigned and connecting them with statewide resources.

• Under-Told Stories
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Kathy Dean-Dielman and Frances McGee Cromartie provided a brief update on the Under-Told 
Stories Committee’s work.  

o The committee has published five posts on the America 250-Ohio blog featuring
overlooked Ohioans and events.

o The committee is working on planning two major events that will occur in September.
 Sep 13, 2025 – the committee will host a roundtable at the annual AASLH

conference at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati.
The session is called Bridging Journeys: Parallels Between U.S. Immigration and
Underground Railroad Freedom Seekers.

 Sep 21 -22, 2025 – 2nd annual Underground Railroad Conference will be a two-
day event at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. Sunday
afternoon will be a free admission day for the public that will include
presentations by interpreters and exhibits by local students that demonstrate
their understanding of freedom and freedom seekers. Sunday evening will
feature a key-note speaker and dinner. Monday will include sessions with
scholarly examinations of the Underground Railroad, focusing on methods of
teaching and interpretation.

• Philanthropic Partners
Co-Chair Chuck Bluestone and Abby Reynolds provided a brief update on the committee’s FY25
fundraising highlights.

o Cenovus Energy signed on as an America 250-Ohio Visionary Sponsor.
o The committee has secured seven corporate partners to date.
o With support from Neighborhood Strategies, the commission was able to offer more

grant awards in the latest grant cycle for 250 communities.
o The commission held several public launches of programs in partnership with Cenovus

Energy– Heritage Trees: Planting History and Ohio’s Homecoming & Picnic.
o The commission is working with the Columbus Brewing Company to release a specially

branded America 250 beer and can in 2026, with other program integrations around the
beer release.

o The committee is working on an individual giving campaign that will launch this summer.
• Signature Events & Programming

Melinda Huntley provided a brief update on activities of the committee.
o Public Art – Donna Collins is leading the Public Art Initiative and two major projects.

Murals Across Ohio launched on May 13 – it’s an initiative that identifies murals
portraying the story of Ohio. A map has been created that provides information about
each mural and artist. 47 murals are listed with another 100 being added soon. The Ohio
Women’s Monument is the second major project, which will be unveiled during the
summer of 2026. The artist is working on the monument at the Alan Cotrill Studio in
Zanesville and progress is posted every week on the Ohio Arts Council’s social media
pages.

o Ohio’s Homecoming & Picnic – Megan Wood is leading this effort. Three signature picnics 
are being held in collaboration with Visionary Sponsor Cenovus Energy. They will occur in
Central Ohio, Toledo and Lima. Community picnics are being organized by America 250-
Ohio Communities and the commission will support and promote them with kits and
digital resources. The call for hosting a picnic was released to the 250 communities in April
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and the team is currently soliciting venues and finding ways to cross-promote with 
OGTTM and the Buckeye Train.   

o Buckeye Train – Wendy Zucal and Jason Johnson are leading this effort. The Buckeye Train 
celebration will take place on April 25 & 26, 2026 and include two days of trains, planes
and automobiles. The launch event for this initiative is later this month on June 26, 2025
and tickets for the 2026 train ride will go on sale after the launch event. The team is
coordinating closely with Newark, Columbus, Coshocton and Dennison on the 2026 train
rides.

o Trails & Tales – Melinda Huntley leads this effort with Lance Woodworth of Destination
Toledo.
 Artwork has been finalized for all the remaining trails, and Ms. Huntley showed

the final art to the commission.
 Two trails have launched (Air & Space and Creativity) and the third—Lake Erie to

Ohio River—will launch Aug. 8, 2025. So far more than 280 museums, parks,
galleries, attractions and historic sites are involved.

 The team is working with the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities agency
to create accessibility guides for each of the trails.

 Two additional components will be added to each of the trails – an app that is
GPS activated and a Passport where guests who visit six or more sites on each
trail will receive a patch.

 Creativity Trail continues to receive a lot of earned media and has generated 80M
impressions to date.

o Ohio Goes to the Movies – Highlights from OGTTM include:
 The team has secured participating venues in all 88 counties.
 OGTTM in partnership with the Capitol Square Foundation hosted the “Great

Ohioans” event at the Statehouse on April 2 honoring Dorothy Dandridge, Paul
Newman and Clark Gable. Approx 300 people attended.

 OGTTM will kick off on Feb. 11, 2026 in Milan, OH – hometown of Thomas Edison
who created the first movie studio.

 OGTTM has also launched a monthly digital magazine which has approx. 3,000
subscribers.

Discussion & Announcements  
State Senator Hearcel Craig announced that he and Senator Michele Reynolds introduced a bill 
designating March 9th as 6888 Central Postal Director Battalion Day in Ohio, honoring the extraordinary 
service of the only all-women-of-color battalion to serve overseas in WWII. The bill passed in the Ohio 
House and Senate. June 19 is the Juneteenth holiday and for the first time in Ohio’s history, the Juneteenth 
flag will fly on the Ohio Statehouse grounds. A flag-raising ceremony will be held on Wed., June 18. 
The next Commission Meeting will be held on Thursday, Sep. 11, 2025, at the Cincinnati Museum Center. 

MOTION: Sen. Hearcel Craig moved to adjourn. Kelly Falcone-Hall seconded. Motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Abby Reynolds on behalf of Commission Secretary, Megan Wood. 
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